Looking for Apps?
Start Here!
A Frog Thing
Alien Adeventures
Alphabet of Insects
A Shiver of Sharks
Go Away, Big Green Monster
Good Night Good Night, Construction
Site
Hair Maclary of Donaldson’s Dairy
Felt Board
Felt Board-Mother Goose on the
Loose
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive This App
PeekaBoo Barn
My PlayHome
Petting Zoo
Endless Alphabet
Toca Hair Salon Me
Toca Nature
Sago Mini Doodlecast
Sago Mini Monsters
iWrite Words
Grow a Reader
Peek-a-Zoo
Sandra Boynton books
Sock Puppets
Squiggle Fish
The Human Body
Suggested Reading:
Screen Time: How Electronic Media –
From Baby Videos to Educational
Software – Affects Your Young Child
by Lisa Guernsey

Born Reading: Bringing up
Bookworms in a Digital Age- From
Picture Books to eBooks and
Everything in Between by Jason Boog

For more
information
about Kids,
Teens & Digital
Media, contact
the library!

Also check out all of the
recommended apps on the
library’s Pinterest boards.
www.pinterest.com/homerlibraryak

Homer Public Library
www.cityofhomer-ak.gov/library

907-235-3180

Young
Children
& Digital
Media

Choosing
Digital
Media

Goal:
Healthy Media Diet
Digital media is all
around us. Adults and
kids alike are exposed to
television, video games,
apps and websites on a
daily basis at work, at
school, at home and
even at the store. As a
parent or caregiver,
deciding when to use
digital media with young
children, what media is
best, and how to use the
media can be tricky.
Here are some tips to
consider as you make
decisions about your
children’s digital media
diet.

• Make intentional decisions
about digital media with your
kids.
• Explore newly downloaded
apps on your own before
exploring them together with
your young children.
• Look for high quality apps
and other media that help
you and your child write,
read, play, sing and talk
TOGETHER (the 5 early
literacy practices for your
pre-reader). Joint media
engagement, or co-play, is
an important part of using
digital media with young
children.
• Consider your child, the
content of the digital media
and the context within which
your child will use the media.

Joint Media Engagement:
You + Your Child + Media
	
  

Story/Book Apps
Look for book apps that have:
• Meaningful interactive
elements that add to the
story and don’t distract
from the story
• A great story with high
quality images
• Plain, highly-readable
text
• Read-to-me, read-tomyself, and voice record
options
• Settings for turning
on/off music and other
sound effects
Game/Toy Apps
Look for apps and games that:
• Are fun to play over and
over again
• Offer open-ended play
• Encourage creativity
• Strengthen one or more
early literacy practices
• Are age appropriate
And have:
• Intuitive way-finding
• Clean, uncluttered
display

